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Essex County Vocational Technical School—ECVS or Vo‐Tech—is a wonderful opportunity for students who 
like working with their hands and are interested in a career in the technical or vocational fields. 
Here are the answers to some of the most frequently asked questions: 
 
What programs does Essex County Vocational School (ECVS or Vo-Tech) offer? 
ECVS offers programs in the following areas:  Automotive Technology, Auto Servicing, Office Maintenance, Beauty Culture, 
Carpentry, Culinary Arts, Computer Repair, Office Occupations, Food Service Supermarket Careers, Horticulture, Industrial 
Maintenance, and Visual and Performing Arts. 
 
Must I go to Vo-Tech all day or can I still have classes and activities at West Essex? 
Students may attend Essex County Vocational School (ECVS or Vo-Tech) on a full time basis to take both academic and 
shop classes, but many students choose the shared-time program. This allows them to attend West Essex High School for 
their academic classes, clubs, sports and activities, and then spend part of the day at Vo-Tech for their shop classes. 
 
When do students go to Vo-Tech for a shared time program? 
Freshmen and sophomores attend Vo-Tech in the morning session and return for afternoon classes here. Juniors and 
Seniors attend WEHS in the morning and Vo-Tech in the afternoon session. Some seniors participate in an afternoon work 
program with ECVS. 
 
Where is Vo-Tech located and how do students get there? 
There are 4 campuses, each focusing on specific programs, but only the West Caldwell campus offers a shared-time option 
for its programs. West Essex provides transportation to the students, although some seniors may be permitted to drive if 
participating in a work internship with vo-tech. 
 
If I go to Vo-Tech does it mean I can’t go to college? 
Many students who attend Vo-Tech go on to college. Many others attend specialized technical training schools. 
 
How do I apply? 
Regular Education Students must apply the year before they wish to attend, preferably before January. They will be 
required to take an assessment test. See you guidance counselor for more information. Apply early if you wish to be 
accepted. 
Special Education Students must apply the year before they wish to attend. During the Fall, students will receive a letter that 
encloses a response sheet to begin the application process to apply to Vo-Tech for the following year. They will take an 
assessment.Places are limited and a swift response is important. Contact the Transition coordinator at ext. 225 for more 
information. 
 
When do I apply if I want to go to Vo-Tech? 
You must apply for Vo-Tech in 8thgrade if you wish to begin Vo-Tech in 9th grade, you must apply in 9th grade to begin in 
10th grade, and you can apply in 10th grade to begin in 11th grade. Students who enter in 9th and 10th grade begin with 
rotating shop classes while students beginning in 11th grade will go directly into specific shops. 
Important Reminder – Cosmetology is a 3 year program and you may apply no later than 9th grade. 
 
I am still unsure —what can I do? 

• Log onto the ECVS website at www.essextech.org to learn more about the 4 campuses and various programs. 
• Telephone ECVS at (973) 412-2205 to arrange a tour of their facilities at 620 Passaic Avenue in West Caldwell.  
• 7th graders can attend a one week exploratory summer program that allows them to participate in shop classes 

such as culinary arts to help them to learn what vocational school is about. 
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